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He makes up by * the assurance of faith' for what is
wanting in absolute certainty.

The next stage in this history was the rise of the
Deists, who resolved all religion into that which we
derive from our faculties. If there was no absolute
certainty that the Scriptures were the "Word of God,
they could not have that place as an infallible authority
to override conscience and reason which had been
given to them by Protestants. The Deists denied, or
at least doubted, the external word. The internal was
of more importance. To this conclusion the way had
been led by Hooker and Chillingworth, Stillingfleet
and Locke. An opportunity had come for a fair and
equitable settlement of the meaning of revelation.
But the evidence-writers arose with their manifold
proofs of the absolute certainty of that which theo-
logians had just relegated to moral certainty. The
Deists urged their difficulties, and the Apologists
vehemently * proved' Christianity. But religion was
independent of them both, and as if to rebuke them
both, it came back without arguments, and its power
was felt as that of a wind that 'bloweth where it
listeth.'

We have not hitherto noticed Canon Cook's lecture
on * The Completeness and Adequacy of the Evidences
of Christianity.' There is a double meaning in this
title which is not removed, but rather confirmed, by
the contents of the lecture. It covers both the litera-
ture of evidences "and the evidences themselves. In
the first sense the evidences are, as the lecturer says,
c of vast extent;' but he surely over-estimates their
value if he supposes them either complete or adequate.